Transplacental transfer of postpartum inhibitors to factor VIII.
Acquired haemophilia due to antibodies directed against coagulation factor VIII is a well-recognized cause of severe haemorrhage in adults but an uncommon cause of bleeding in children. We present the cases of a mother with a life-threatening postpartum haemorrhage due to an autoantibody to factor VIII and her newborn who developed symptomatic bleeding after a minor surgical intervention as a result of transplacental transfer of the autoantibody. Both patients were treated with infusions of recombinant factor VIIa to control bleeding. The mother required immunosuppressive therapy to decrease inhibitor levels and the infant's levels decreased over time without specific treatment. We also provide a concise review of postpartum haemophilia and transplacental transmission of factor VIII autoantibodies to the neonate--a rare but potentially life-threatening complication of acquired haemophilia in women of childbearing age.